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A short overview of the songs:
1) A Real Fine Day (when the circus comes to town) 3:37 (by Eli Hoehn)
The song starts with an uptempo section, "a real fine day when the circus comes to town," moves to a section with a recognizable circus music bit, a carnival barker and a ringmaster, moving on to a Gypsy sounding section in 3/4 time that makes reference to a circus freak show, before returning to the beginning, to end the song. The song features horns, violin, banjo, drums and voice.

2) Modernity 4:51 (by Jason Helder)
A song with a strong Gypsy feel in 3/4 time, about living in the modern world. It has some exceptional lyrics (sung by Jason Helder), with a nice electric guitar (by Jason Helder) and banjo  (by Eli Hoehn) instrumental at the end.

3) One Fast Move...or i'm gone 3:25 (by Eli Hoehn)
An Americana tune in a minor key, based on a phrase by Jack Kerouac, with some excellent violin work by Jim Plattes, cool lyrics with a haunting feel.

4) Let Slip These Bonds of Time 5:50 (by Eli Hoehn)
This song has a jam-band feel with beautiful lyrics and harmonies (featuring Kelly Kroeker and Jason Helder, with Karen Kozak and John Reinhart) that finishes with a rousing double violin jam (by Jim Plattes and Karen Kozak).

5) Absurdity  5:20 (by Jason Helder)
A song with a boogie feel and lots of lyrics (sung by Jason Helder) illustrating the absurdity of our daily lives. The song features the electric guitar of Wayne Schmidt, the banjo of Eli Hoehn, and the bass playing of Kelly Coyle.

6) Hula Hoop Girl on Bourbon Street 5:19 (by Eli Hoehn)
A song about the tribulations of a hula hoop girl busking on Bourbon Street in New Orleans (sung by Eli Hoehn). It has a strong New Orleans feel with a great horn section. Everyone takes a short solo at the end of the song.

7) Before I Was a Movie Star 3:50 (by Eli Hoehn)
This song has a 1930’s jazz feel. It is an exploration about what it means to be an ordinary guy (like the composer). The song is sung by Eli Hoehn with some nice harmonies (sung by Kelly Kroeker).

8) Elephants at My Circus 4:31 (by Eli Hoehn)
This is an uptempo song, that celebrates the jubilation of a life that, after years of angst and hardship, can feel joy again. The song title is a metaphor for good fortune. There is a nice instrumental featuring the electric guitar (by Wayne Schmidt) and the banjo (by Eli Hoehn).

9) I Want to BE a Philosophy Major 5:48 (by Eli Hoehn)
A Zappa-esque piece that moves between musical genres, amusing and a bit frightening (at the same time). The song touches lightly on a few philosophical themes. The song is sung by Eli Hoehn with strong harmonies (by Ron Arsenault and Dave Pengra). The “I think, therefore I am portion” is highlighted by the exceptional double-bass work of Bill Grenke and the work of violinist Troy Gardner. The “Eternal Recurrence of All Things” section is highlighted by the mandolin playing of Dick Kimmel.
